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FIRST AMWA-EMWA-ISMPP 

JOINT INITIATIVE

• Release today of the first unified position 

statement on the role of professional medical 

writers from 3 leading professional organizations:

– American Medical Writers Association (AMWA)

– European Medical Writers Association (EMWA)

– International Society for Medical Publication 

Professionals (ISMPP)

• Joint Position Statement describes, for the first time, 

a global standard for professional medical writers

• Replaces previous position statements and 

guidelines from these participating organizations
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Representing 6,500 medical 

communicators around the world

ISMPP

EMWAAMWA

ISMPP
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OBJECTIVES and SCOPE

• States both author and medical writer responsibilities

• Explains the value that professional medical writers 

bring to evidence-based medicine 

• Brings the expertise of medical writers and the 

guidelines within which they work to clinicians, 

researchers, peer-reviewers, and journal editors

• Emphasizes authors’ choices and responsibilities

• Recommends appropriate acknowledgment of an 

accountable medical writer

• Reflects updated guidelines and current evidence of 

the value of professional medical writing support
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INTRODUCTION

Types of 

publications 

covered

Reflects 

relevant 

guidances

and 

statements
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RESPONSIBILITIES of 

PROFESSIONAL MEDICAL WRITERS

Ethical

Accurate

TimelyFollow relevant 

guidelines and 

best practices

Provide 

appropriate,  

accurate, and 

current 

information
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RESPONSIBILITIES of 

AUTHORS

Reflects ICMJE 

authorship criteria
Emphasizes the need to 

acknowledge medical 

writing support
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EXAMPLE of 

TEMPLATE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

WHO:

Accountable medical 

writer, editor, other,

as appropriate, and 

their qualifications

WHERE: Location

WHAT:

Details of type of 

support provided

WHO:

Funder

WHERE:

Location

HOW:

Within specific 

guidelines
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NEXT STEPS

• The Joint Position Statement can be found at

– AMWA: http://www.amwa.org/position_statement

– EMWA: http://www.emwa.org

– ISMPP: http://www.ismpp.org/advocacy

• Planned presentations at forthcoming events 

throughout the year 

– AMWA Webinar tomorrow (8:00 h, Wed, 18 Jan)

• ‘5 Easy Steps to Making the Ethical RIGHT Choice’

• Seeking endorsements from related organizations

• Individual members are encouraged to update their 
own publication policies accordingly

http://www.amwa.org/position_statement
http://www.emwa.org/
http://www.ismpp.org/advocacy


2017 EUROPEAN MEETING OF ISMPP 10

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

• The Joint Position Statement was drafted and reviewed 

by representatives of AMWA, EMWA, and ISMPP 

located in Europe, North America, and Asia

• 4 members of the Writing Committee

– Art Gertel, AMWA Past President

– Chris Winchester, EMWA member

– Karen Woolley, past ISMPP Asia-Pacific Trustee

– Yvonne Yarker, ISMPP Chair, Board of Trustees

• Thanks to the organizational reviewers and all those 

involved in the original position statements of these 

3 organizations



2017 EUROPEAN MEETING OF ISMPP 11

2 0 1 7  E U R O P E A N  M E E T I N G  O F  I S M P P

THANK YOU!


